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and those Luv Ya Blue days. But, professional
football today just doesn’t have that same thrill
and excitement anymore. Sure, maybe up
North it does since they don’t have high
school stadiums that hold 15,000 people, field
turf, jumbotrons and the caliber of coaches
and players we have in Texas.

But it's not just the facilities, what makes the
game so special is the atmosphere of it all. It’s
the band, the drill team, the cheerleaders, the
moms selling T-shirts, the school clubs hang-
ing banners—the whole atmosphere is what
makes the game great. The whole community
comes together, people from all walks of life
get together every weekend and share in the
tears and cheers and root for their team to vic-
tory.

So this weekend and every weekend in the
fall, Texas families put on school colors and
head to the game. They grab some hot dogs
and a coke and take part in one of Texas’s
finest traditions. You see some of those folks
that you went to high school with and some of
the same old guys sitting in the same seats
they were in 20-30 years ago. The players,
the coaches, the trainers, the cheerleaders,
the drill team and all those people that volun-
teer their time to support the kids are all part
of the excitement. Football in Texas is some-
thing special. It's the Texas Religion.

And That’s Just the Way It Is.

———————
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OF INDIANA
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor and gratitude that | stand before
you today to recognize one of northwest Indi-
ana’s most dedicated, distinguished, and hon-
orable citizens, Captain Nick Andryuk. | have
known Nick for many years, and he is one of
the most passionate and involved citizens that
| have ever known, especially when it comes
to serving his country and to serving the
young men and women of the First Congres-
sional District. Since the mid—1970’s, Nick has
served the youth of the First Congressional
District. Since 1985, he has done so as a
member of my Military Academy Board. Dur-
ing this time, Nick has been a constant source
of knowledge and insight for students inter-
ested in attending the Merchant Marine Acad-
emy and all other military academies. Re-
cently, Nick informed me that he will be leav-
ing northwest Indiana and relocating to Texas.

Nick Andryuk was born and raised in Brook-
lyn, NY. Following his graduation from Brook-
lyn Technical High School in 1974, where he
studied structural design, Nick chose to attend
the United States Merchant Marine Academy,
where he earned a bachelor of science degree
in marine engineering with a minor in nuclear
engineering. Upon his graduation, Nick was
commissioned as an ensign in the Naval Re-
serves, specializing in surface warfare. Always
seeking to broaden his horizons, Nick would
continue his educational and occupational pur-
suits over the years to amass an impressive
resume, which includes a master's degree in
business administration from Indiana Univer-
sity Northwest and a Professional Engineering
License from the State of Indiana.
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During his time in the Naval Reserves, Nick
held various positions, including: administra-
tion officer, training officer, executive officer,
and eight additional commanding officer posi-
tions. In 1985, Nick was named an engineer-
ing duty officer, and finally, in 1995, he was
promoted to the esteemed rank of captain.
While serving in his capacity as a captain, a
position he held until his retirement from the
Navy Reserves in June 2004, Nick also
served as an explosive safety chief inspector.

While he has served his country and com-
munity in various capacities throughout his
lifetime, Nick came to be known for not only
his wisdom and his willingness to serve oth-
ers, but also for his strong work ethic, a trait
he undoubtedly developed during his career at
Inland Steel, later Ispat Inland Steel. For over
26 years, Nick served in capacities ranging
from assistant engineer to section manager.
Following his retirement from Ispat Inland
Steel in 2001, he went on to work as a project
manager and engineering consultant with Su-
perior Engineering from 2001 to 2007. In Sep-
tember 2007, Nick accepted a position as
vice-president of operations with Zimmerman
and Jansen, a company located in Humble,
Texas. While he will surely be missed in north-
west Indiana, his efforts and the impact he
has had on the lives of many students in the
First Congressional District are to be admired.
I am sure Nick will continue to share his vast
knowledge with prospective academy students
in his new location, and | wish him well on his
endeavors.

Madam Speaker, Captain Nick Andryuk is a
friend who has selflessly given his time and
efforts to the young men and women of the
First Congressional District, and he has
served his country with the utmost eagerness
and dedication as a member of the Armed
Forces. At this time, | ask that you and all of
my distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending him for his lifetime of service and
dedication, and | ask that you join me in wish-
ing him the best of success, health, and hap-
piness in the years to come.

————
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Mr. MATHESON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation that would cor-
rect a drafting error that involves a 25-acre
parcel of Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
land, and land that is part of the Turn-About
Ranch, which rehabilitates troubled youth.

An erroneous survey in January 1999 was
the cause of this trespass conflict when Con-
gress approved a major land exchange (P.L.
105-335) between the state of Utah and the
border of the Grand Staircase Escalante
(GSE) Monument. This legislation makes a
minor boundary change to resolve the tres-
pass conflict. It would grant the owners of the
ranch the right to purchase the erroneously
surveyed land at a fair market value, enabling
this important and effective program for trou-
blesome youth to continue unimpeded.

The Turn-About Ranch has graduated ap-
proximately 500 troubled and at-risk teenagers
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through an intense program of training and re-
habilitation. The ranch also employs about 35
Garfield County residents. The Turn-About
Ranch has strong support from the local com-
munity, and the Garfield County Commission,
as well as approval from the parents of the
troubled youth.

The government-owned land administered
by the BLM surrounds the congressional ac-
tion by passing this legislation in Congress.
The land was historically used for agriculture
and grazing purposes. The Townsend family
purchased the ranch and then leased the land
to the Turn-About Ranch, Inc., for the sole
purpose of rehabilitating the troubled youth,
and restoring the values and self-esteem of
these wayward teens.

Madam Speaker, this legislation is a fair
resolution to a technical problem. The Senate
Energy Committee staff has expressed sup-
port for solving the problem, and the commu-
nity is eager for this legislation to be passed.
| hope Congress can implement this legislation
and resolve this problem to continue helping
our troubled adolescent teens.

————
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FOR WIRELESS COMMUNICA-
TIONS
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to reintroduce legislation that will require
rate integration for wireless interstate toll
charges. Specifically, this legislation, H.R.
3565, would amend Section 254(g) of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended by
the Telecommunications Act of 1996, to pro-
vide for rate integration of wireless long dis-
tance service within the United States, includ-
ing the territories. This legislation, if enacted,
would require uniformity in rates charged by
cellular phone and other wireless service pro-
viders for calls and communications to and
from Guam within the United States.

Section 254(g) directs the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) “to adopt rules to
require that the rates charged by providers of
interexchange telecommunication services to
subscribers in rural and high cost areas shall
be no higher than the rates charged by each
such provider to its subscribers in urban
areas.”

Pursuant to Section 254(g), the FCC pro-
mulgated a regulation (FCC Order 98-347) to
cover Commercial Mobile Radio Services
(CMRS) as an interexchange service. CMRS
includes Personal Communications Service
(PCS) and cellular services. In defense of their
Order, the FCC noted that “if Congress had
intended to exempt CMRS providers, it pre-
sumably would have done so expressly as it
had done in other sections of the [1996 Tele-
communications] Act.”

The United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit, however, subse-
quently vacated FCC Order 98-347, by ruling
that interexchange telecommunication services
do not encompass CMRS. In its ruling, the
Court cited the phrase “interexchange tele-
communications service” contained in Section
254(g). Since wireless telecommunications
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